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THE 
LIFE and ADVENTURES 


OF 


BENJAMIN CHILD; 
the Hi ghwayman, of 6. 


* 


HOUGH the Lives of Offenders 
in this kind are not ſo Edifying as 
their Deaths, and the latter, by 

| Vay of Precept and Example, are 

much more inſtructive than the former; yet, as 
the one naturally leads us to the other, it may 
not be amiſs to tread in the Steps of the re- 
nowned Captain Alexander Smith, and truſty 
Sam. Briſcoe, thoſe two famous Action-Reciters 
of the Knights of the Pad, by going into a Sur- 
Shes "KY vey 


(4) 
vey of thoſe Paths, which may, with an Empha- 
ſis, be ſaid to lead to Deſtruction. 

The High-Way (according to the received 
Authorities of Starute-Law as well as Civil) 
is common to all Men, and the Perſons above- 
named, have no Right to engroſs the remark. 
able Exploits of thoſe that take a Purſe upon 
M. 

This may look ſomething like a Digreſſion to 
a ſerious Reader, but I can aſſure ſuch, whe- 
ther Male or Female, that I do not introduce 
theſe Plagiaries for this end; but to vindicate 
my ſelf from encroaching upon other Writers 
and Bookſellers Provinces. In a word, ſince I 
have as fair a Title to the ſetting forth Hiſtories 
orLegends (call them which you, that peruſe them, 
pleaſe) as even any Sir John Mandeville of them 
all; and J cannot find my ſelf liable to the Pe- 
nalties of the aner lately enter'd into the 
Icurnals of the Houſe of Lords, which forbids 
any Man to write the Life of a Peer, &c. be- 
cauſe the Perſon, whoſe Adventures are now 
upon the Carpet, was Peerleſs, and has not left 
behind him his Fel/ow. | 

Be it therefore ſufficient, after this Preamble, 
for neither Pamphlet or Book comes out without 
one 9 that without ſpeaking of his 
Parentage, otherwiſe than that this our Benja- 
min Child's Father and Mother lived honeſtly, 
and in good Reputation, becauſe I would by no 
means ſeem to inſinuate, during the Intereſt 
which is now making for Knights of a certain 
Shire, that any one of that Name beſides him- 
ſelf did any thing but what was Praiſe-Wor- 
thy. 


When 
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When he was firſt brought to Light, for it is 
agreed on all hands, that he, With the reſt of 
the Sons of Adam and Eve, was as blind as a 
Beetle betore he was born ; his Mother, though 
deliver'd of him in Piccadilly, during the whole 
Time of her Labour, could not forbear turn- 
ing her Face towards Paddington-Road, do what 
a good old Matron (it any old Woman can be 


good) that gives me this Relation, could, to 


rſuade her to the contrary. But Omens apart, 
or J am not much given to pin my Faith upon 
the Sleeves of Tittle-tateling Goſſips, that I may 
have Recourſe to ſuch Matters of Fact, which 
a juſt Hiſtorian can abide by the 'Truth of : 


After he was born, no one breathing will dif- 


believe me, when I ſay he was bred, and after 
ſuch a manner as became the Station of his Pa- 
rents, who were neither Poor nor Wealthy, but 
had Means wherewith to furniſh him with a li- 
beral Education. | 

'The Boy was comely, and of a towardly Diſ- 


- poſition, (though being brought into the World 
| When Mercury the God of Thieves, and Venus 


the Goddeſs of Lovers, had the joint Aſcen- 
dancy, ſomewhat addicted to pilfering and ſteal- 
ing Kiſſes from the Girls in a Cad and after 
perfecting his Studies in Arithmetick, which he 
was a compleat Maſter of, it being neceſſary 
that he ſhould be a good Accomptant before he 
took upon him to tell other Folks Money for 
them, was admitted into a Clerkſhip in a cer- 


tain Office, which Caution forbids me to name : 
fince I may run the Riſque of a Preſentment for 


Scandal, ſhould I inſinuate that any one belong- 


ing to the Publick Revenues, ſuch as thoſe of 


the Cuſtoms, Exciſe, &c. can be guilty of any 
Tardineſs or Male-Practice; for every one 
| | knows 
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knows that Dirt, how plentifully ſoever thrown, 
can no more ſtick upon their Characters, than 
the Publick Money within their Fingers. 

Bur he had not long continued the Exerciſe 
of this Poſt, when, greedy of a better, he made 
uſe ot the only means to be turned out of all 
manner of Employment: For being naturally 


given to Detraction and falſe Suggeſtions, from 


his Averſion to Church Principles, which were 
thoſe of red-hot Jacobitiſm with one brought up, 
as he was, under the Care of a Diſſenting Tub- 
Preacher, he took upon him to accuſe a certain 
Commiftioner of Misbehaviour : and not being 
able to make his Information good, was order'd 
to be diſmiſs'd by the Lords of the "Treaſury, 
for that Act of Iufamy and Preſumption. 

This put him to his Shifts, and as every body 
hates an ſuformer, eſpecially one that gives in 
falſe Evidence; fo of conſequence, the Place 
where this Scene of Villany was diſcover'd; 
was to be no abiding one for him, if he thought 
to better his Fortune, after being thus turned a 
grazing in ſearch of a Livelihood : for his Friends 
were exaſperated at the Notoriety of his ill 


Conduct, and would neither entertain him, or 


make any other ſort of Proviſion for him. 


He therefore caſt about, in his Brain, which 


was fertile of Projections, how to demean him- 
ſelf under theſe unhappy Circumſtances, and to 
extricate himſelf from them; when the Tempter 


of Mankind, who is always at hand to give a 


Lift to his Votaries, put him in mind of hiring 
a Horſe in H/vite-Chappel, and by the Sale there- 
of, which was made at Hampſtead for Eight 
Pounds, furniſhing him with Money for a Jour- 
ney auto the Welt of England ; ſince London, yes 
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this ſecond Act of Iniquity would, in all ap- 
pearance, be too hot to hold him. 

Nor were his Reſolutions of ſettling in a 
Market -Tovn there unſucceſsful ; for he had 
ſcarce tarried a Week there, when the Grace- 
fulneſs of his Perſon, and Way of Addreſs, with 
the Knowledge he had of Accounts, (as before) 
recommended him to an Old Clergyman that 
taught School there, for a Writing-Maſter to a 


great Number of Scholars. Thus was he put 


into a Capacity of living handſomely again, and 
of providing for himſelf by his own Indultry, 
out of a Salary of 40 J. per Annum. But what 
is bred in the Bone will never cut of the Fleſh, 
ſays the Proverb ; and the Depravity of his 
Nature was ſo inconſiſtent with any virtuous 
Reſtrictions, that he could not help making Re- 
turns of Ingratitude for the greateſt Benefac- 
tions. This was made as plain as any Demon- 
{tration in Euclid, from his firſt debauching his 
good Old Patron's two Daughters, for Clergy- 
mens Daughters are Fleſh and Blood as well as 
Laymens ; and his afterwards attempting, by 
Fraud and Colluſion, to diſpoſſeſs the Father of 
that Bread whereof he had imparted fo great a 
Share, as almoſt of the one half, to fo vile a 
Miſcreant. But while he was carrying on the 
ſaid Intrigue, and ſetting all the Engines at 
work that Calumny and Malice could bring to 
his aſſiſtance, Providence interpoſed in behalf 
of Innocence, and by the arrival of ſome of the 
People belonging to the Office from whence 
he had been expell'd, forced him to fly the 


Town, before he could accompliſh his Deſigns. - 


For the Story of his ſelling the Horſe, and of 
his informing agaiuſt the Commiſſioner, were too 
| flagrar.t 
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flagrant Teſtimonies of Baſeneſs and Diſhoneſty, 
to be controverted by him, 

He fled from London before, as a Place where- 
in the Conſciouſneſs of his Crimes (for he had 
ſome Grains of Shame left then) made it un- 
ſafe for him to reſide ; and now being harden'd 
into a more conhrm'd State of Wickedneſs, 
returns to it again, as the moſt proper and 
moſt ſpacious Sanctuary for the Reception and 
Concealment of Wretches that are abandon'd 
to the moſt profligate Courſes. And where 
ſhould he take up his Abode at his arrival, but 
in the Pariſh of Covent-Garden, that Receptacle 
of Sharpers, Pickpockets, and Strumpets. 'The 
firſt Thing that his enterprizing Genius puts 
him upon here, is to equip himſelf handſomly, 
which he was not deftitute of Means to do, 
from upwards of Thirty Pounds, Which he had 
ſaved during Tu Years ſervice in the Country, 
and Thirty or Forty Pounds more, which he, 
by Promiſes of Marriage to both, had fleec'd 
the two beſore- named unhappy Girls of; one of 
whom ran ſtark mad at his Departure, and died 
a few Months after, at a Relation's Houſe near 
Tauntemn- Dian, that ſhal! be nameleſs ; and the 
other follow'd him to Town, where ſhe had no 
other Satisfaction, than to find out, and fee the 
dear Cauſe of her weariſome Journey, before ſhe 
expired, in laying down the Burthen: of a Child 
ſhe then went with, as alſo the poor Infant it 
{elf ; for I am not certain Whether it was a 
Male or Female, and on that Acecunt, as a 
faithful Hiſtorian that muſt aſſert nothing but 
Matter of Fact, ſhall aſcribe no Gender to 
It, | 
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Mirmydonum, Dolopumve, aut duri Mile, LI. ci 
Temperet a Lachrymis ?— 


Who that is not endued with the Cruelty of the 
moſt barbarous Banditti, or has not the ſtony 
Heart of a Savage, but muſt melt into Tears at 
the Rehearſal of ſo tragical an Accident? But 
Banditti and Savages were more compaſſionate 
than he was, who had nothing more at heart 
than to obtain new Conqueſts, and occaſion the 
Commitment of freſh Murders. 3 

This was exemplified by his Indolence and 
careleſs Behaviour, for the Loſs of her whoſe 
Death he was the Cauſe of, his Aſſiduity in vi- 
ſiting publick Gaming-Tables, and the licen- 
tious Dancing-Meetings, heli in Short's-Gar- 
dens, and at the Back of the Blue Boar Inn in 
High- Holborn ; inſomuch that he had not ſtarted 
out like a Meteor from his new Lodgings in 
Bow-ſtreet above a Fttnight, but he was courted 
and careſſed by all the Cogſters at Howel's, and 
thoſe that frequented the Pharaoh-Tables under 


the ſame Piazza; and alſo accounted the very 


Pink of Courteſy at the vertuous Mr. Beveridge's, 
and judged fit to be a Maſter of the Ceremonies to 
the no leſs pious Diſcourager of the Sins of the 
Fleſh, the moſt abſtemious Mr. | 
Among thoſe of the firſt Claſs (I mean the 
Levant-Throwers at Dice, and the S/ip-Mongers at 
Cards) none was more ready to take this our 
new Adventurer into the Secret, than the two 


celebrated Mock-Counts Conyers, and Vianwo; 


who, being active and quick of Diſpatch, ſoon 
eaſed him of ſuch Ready-Money Incumbrances 


as lay heavy upon his _ And among agg 
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of the Second (whom my Readers are to take for 
Ladies of Pleaſure) the celebrated Mrs. Rebec- 
ca Wentworth, and Mrs. Arabella Mordaunt, kept 
Miſtreſſes with Quality Names, picked their 
Gallant's Pocket, and gave him the Uſe of their 
Purſes of two kinds, towards making him iome 
amends for his Loſſes, But what conduced moſt 
to his Support, was the Aſſiſtance of the well- 
natured Mrs. Elizabeth H——kizs ; a Gentlewo- 
man, who having run through all Degrees in the 
Art and Myſtery of intriguing, and from ex- 
poſing her own Body to the Attacks ot whatſo- 
ever Gallants offered to encounter with her, 
(from an Orange-Wench, to a venerable Pro- 
cureſs) was now dignified by the Name of a 
Marron, that adminiſtred Helps to others, who 
were for entering ſuch kind of Liſts, in order to 
exert themſelves in the ſame amorous Engage- 
ments. | 

This ſhews, that though he was unfortunate 
at one fort of Game, he was very lucky at an- 
other; and that he might ſay with a certain Gre- 
cian General ({uppoſe him to be Themiſtocles) if 
he had nut liſt, he had been utterly oſt ; that is, he 
would have been altogether incapable of living 
in the Splendour which he afterwards did : For 
as Phyſicians are ſaid Never to be in a Condition 
to get their Bread, before they have loſt their Teeth 
to eat it with ; ſo Gameſters, for the Generality, 
betore they come to be well-verſed in the Art 
and Myſtery of Cheating, are firſt cheated of all 
they have themſelves. 

From hence was it,that he acquired the Know- 
ledge of taking to thoſe Courſes, which he was, 
to the End of his Life, very dextrous in the Pur- 


ſu.; of: For Gaming-Houſes are allowed co be 


the fitteſt Places of Reſort for Men of Extrava- 
| gance 
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gance and looſe Principles: and there is not ons 
of theſe, wherein Aſſociates are not to be picked 
up; who, from their own Experience, can in- 
ſtru& others, of deſperate Fortunes, how to re- 
medy their Diſaſters, by the ſame means which 
have retrieved their own. 


At one of theſe frequented Haunts it was, 


that this our Benjamin, who inſtead of having 


the Silver Cup put into his Sack by others, as 
in the Caſe of his Name-ſake in Sacred Writ, 


took the liberty of doing it with his own, grew 


acquainted with Spicker and Lindſey, two noto- 
rious Highwaymen (the firſt ſome time ſince exe- 
cuted, and the laſt tranſported to Guinea) who 
firſt entered him at the Robbery of a Waggon 
from Biſhops-Stortford in Hertfordſhire, from whence 
they took 200 J. in Money, belonging to a Ba- 
ker, living at the further End of Goſwell-ſtreet, 
in the Road to Iington, beſides Goods and Bills 
directed to other Tradeſmen in London ; the lat- 


ter of which, if ſigned at the Bank, never failed 


of a current Exchange at the Houſes abovemen- 


tioned. 


Being thus initiated in the Art of ſurveying 
bis Majeſty*s Roads, and made a Prieſt, as it were, 
to officiate at the Altar erected to the nimble 
God Mercury, he made ſuch daily Imaprovemengs 


therein, as what with his Acquirements in Com- 


pany with the Perſons juſt mentioned, and what 
with the Purchaſes that he made in looking out 
for Booty by himſelf, he found himſelf in a Con- 
dition to keep three fine Geldings at a Livery- 
Stable in Finsbury, and as many Miſtreſſes in o- 
ther Parts of the Town, to whom he reſorted 
at pleaſure after the Fatigues of the Day ſpent, 
either in purſuit of the Hare with the Common- 
Hunt's Dogs, or in lay ing Wagers at Horſe-Ra- 
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ces, or bidding Travellers ſtand, who had ſcarce 
any Chance to ſave what he asked them for. 

The firſt of theſe was Mrs. Anne Ein, 
who was his Favourite, and by whom he had 
three Children, two Girls and a Boy; which, if 
you will believe the Mother (who ſays, ſhe had 
never to do with any one Man breathing beſides 
Child) are as like the Father, as if they were ſpit 
out of his Mouth. "The ſecond, Mrs. Elizabeth 
St ly, who is now with Child by him, after 
her Ground had been tilled by half the Sparks in 
the Town, without bearing any Fruit before: 
And the third, Mrs Mary Ch „as errant a 
Jilt as ever ſtood upon two Legs, and could no 
more be true to one Man than to twenty. 

Thus, from being kept by others, he came to 
be a Keeper himſelf, which put him to many 
Shifts and Tricks, beſides Excurſions on the 
Highway ; for more Sins than a few muſt be com- 


mitted for the Support of three extravagant leud 
Women, beſides himſelf, who had a Servant in 


a Livery, and ſuch Change of Clothes, even 
made of Velvets of all Colours, as made him 
come up to the Port and Appearance, in his own 
Perſon, of moſt Noblemen. 

Jo inſtance.in one or two of his Artifices, or 
rather Cheats, to maintain his Grandeur : On 
Novemb. 12. 1718. for my Information is parti- 
cular to a Day, he came into Capt. {/———'s 
the Mercers Shop upon Ludgate-Hill, and, 755 
well-dreſfled, and in the Habit of a Man o Pik 
tinction, very briskly accoſted him with Honeſt 


| Captain ! how fares it with you ? The Captain, 
making a low Bow at the ſight of his cutting fo 
ſmart a Figure, reply'd, * Much at your Service, 

* worthy Sir! but really I don't remember you.” 


© Whether 


him, that General M 


C18) 


Whether you remember me or no, h Child, 


I can't tell; but about twenty Years ago you 


and I went to School at eworth, where I left 
* your Mother and Siſter this Morning in good 
Health. Hereupon the Captain, who is an 
honeſt boon Companion, and in no wiſe averſe 
to the Renewal of old Acquaintance, carried 
Mr. Child to Willis's, at the Croun- Tavern, on 
the ſame Hill; and, after the firſt Pint, grew as 
familiar with him as Hand and Glove, though 
he had never ſeen him before this time. © Come, 
* ſays Mr. Child, who has as winning a way of 
* converſing as any Man upon Earth, ler us be 
Friends as well as School-fellows ; and fince it 
lies in my power to be of ſome Advantage to 
© you, in the firſt of thoſe Capacities, give me 
© leave to let you into a Secret that may be of uſe 
to you. I am now upon the Point of Mar- 
riage with a Lady of a conſiderable Fortune 
in Southwark, and nothing will go down with 
an old Aunt of hers, but my buying for my- 
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* ſelf a Silk Night-Gown, and Brocaded Waiſt- 


coat: Now you, Captain, are the Perſon I 
* deſign to deal with.“ The Captain, with a 
ſmiling Countenance, thank'd him, and after 
calling for another Pint; ſaid, © If you pleaſe, 
Sir, to go with me to my Shop, I will ſhew 


, you ſuch Choice, as your good Aunt, and the 


air Lady, that is your Spouſe Ele&, ſhall be 


* well-pleaſed with.” The firſt thing, which 
Jas expoſed to View, was Silk for the Gown ; 
which Mr. Child, who was not difficult in his 


Choice, ſhewed a Liking to; and, without ſtint- 


ing him in his Price, on the Captain's telling 
bought of the ſame 


for a Gown on the "Thurſday before, took his 
green Purſe out of his Fob, in which was about 
2 „ Thirty 
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Thirty Guineas, and paid down Fourteen Pounds, 
which was the whole Demand. f 

'The next thing to be ſhewn to him was the 
Brocade, about the Price of which he had as 
few Words as before ; the Buyer giving the 
Seller to underſtand, that he truſted altogether 
to his Honeſty and Friendſhip. Hereupon, after 
the Price of Twenty eight Pounds was fix'd 


upon it, Mr. Child had recourſe again to his 


Purſe, wherein ready Species enough was not 
to be found to pay for the Waiſtcoat : But with- 
out any Concern thereat, or Heſitation by way 
of Excuſe; I am miſtaken, ſaid he, in not ha- 
ving ſo much Money about me ; however, I 
have that which is as good. Here are two 
Notes upon your old Friends and Acquaintance 


Meſſieurs the one is of One Hundred 


Pounds, the other Eighty Pounds. I ſuppoſe 
you don't doubt the Payment from your Know- 
ledge of them, and their Hand-writings. Dear 
Sir, aniwer'd the Captain, you have done me a 
double Favour, firſt in being a Cuſtomer, and 
next in this Sort of Payment for my Goods, 
For I deſign'd to have lodg'd ſome Caſh in their 
Hands. So the Captain took the Fourſcore 

Pound Note, and paid him the Remainder. 
Upon which they parted very civilly, the Cap- 
tain calling for a Coach, wherein the fine Gen- 
tieman planted himſelf with his Silk and Bro- 
cade, and Thirty eight Pounds in Money 
number'd, for the buying thereof : which Money 
was never made good to him to this Day ; 
for Payment of the Bill was ſtopt at the Banker's 
on whom it was drawn, becaule it had been 
taken out of a Gentleman's Pocket on the 


Road, that had publiſh'd an Advertiſement 


of it. 
Nor 
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Nor «did this Exploit hinder him from doing 
another full as well concerted in the ſame 
Neighbourhood ; for about half a Year after, 


to keep his Talent of defrauding in due Exer- 


ciſe, he came to a Journeyman Mercer on the 


ſaid Hill, and having bargained for a Piece of © 


Tiſſue, value Eighty Pounds, he took him and 
the Goods home with him, as he pretended, 
but to another Man's Houſe ; and telling him 
that he would go up to his Bed-Chamber for his 
Money, bruſh'd off down a pair of Back-Stairs ; 
and went and pawn'd the ſaid Tiſſue at a Bro- 
ker's in Long-Acre for Thirty fix Pounds. The 
above-mention'd Mercer is well known on the 
Right-hand of the Hill, for wearing the two 
Ties of his Peruke always before, and liſping 
a little. 

But his biting a rich Goldſmith in or near 


the Ha- Market, of a parcel of Plate, is what 


will be allow'd for a Maſter-piece in the 
kind. What does Child do, who had a Deſign 
upon this Goldſmith, but go to a certain emi- 
nent Apothecary, that ſhall be nameleſs, and 
tell him, that a Friend and Relation of his was 
Lunatick, and make a bargain for his Cure; 
with a Caution, that when he ſhould be left in 
his Hands, for he muſt give his Patient the flip, 
as ſoon as he had placed him at his Houſe, not 
to mind him if he talk'd of Plate, &c. which 


Vas the Subject Matter of Diſcourſe before he 


went into a Phrenſical Fit; but inſtantly to make 
ſure of him, and lock him up. The Doctor 
promiſed punctual Performance, and away went 
the Spark to cheapen the Plate, which he had caſt 
a wiſhful Eye upon. Nor did he ſtay long before 
a Bargain was ſtruck, but agreed for 5 f. 6 d. 
an Ounce, and a certain Price for the Fn 
| 0 
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of a large Silver Monteth, two Three-pint Tan- 
| Kards, as many Porringers, and a dozen of Silver 
Spoons, which the Goldſmith was to take home 
to his Lodgings with him, in order to receive 
it his Money, which amounted to Seventy five 
Pounds, odd Shillings. Accordingly, they a- 
lighted at the Apothecary's Door, Mr. Child's 
Man Wade (for. he was there) being left behind 
according to Inſtructions, ro bring the Plate 
after them; who, as ſoon as they had turn'd 
| their Backs, whipp'd into the Coach, and was 
driven toa Place appointed for a Meeting with 
his Maſter. In the mean while, what does 
| Mr. Child, but, after introducing the Goldſmith 
| into Mr. Gliſterpipe's Parlour, upon a Signal gi- 
41 ven, withdraw, as if he was going up Stairs to 
. fetch the Money for what he had bought, and 
tj | make the beſt of his way to find out his Man 
„ with the Booty? The poor Goldſmith, for his 
7 part, little thinking of the Trick that was put 
upon him, ſat in expectation of his Return, till 
his Patience was tired; when he ask'd for his 
Chapman, and ſeem'd to wonder why he tarried 
1 ſs long without bringing him down his Money 
1 for the Plate. Alas ! poor Gentleman, ſaid the 
Apothecary, tis even ſe, as mad as a March Hare! 
and running to him to feel his Pulſe, accoſted 
him with, Perhaps I may ſerve your Turn better than 
E. he, you are very much out of Order I perceive : but 
ll I doubt not tv make a Cure of you in a very ſhort 
f Time. "Cure! ſays the Coxcomb, (replied the 
„ Man that was taken into the Secret) Cure me no 
J Cures, I want my Money for the Plate, Seventy-fite 
i Pounds, fix Shillings, that is the Sum it amounts to. 
4} With that, being confirmed more and more that 
he was deprived of his Senſes, and ſtood in 
1 need of Bleeding and Shaving, and a dark 
Room, 
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Room, the Man that looked after the Lunaticks 


was called to conduct him into one, that he 
might go under the wonted Operations, put in 
practice on ſuch Occaſions. - Which put him 
into ſo great a Rage, that the Goldſmith raiſed 
all the Neighbourhood ; inſomuch that after 
Matters were brought to a fair Hearing, and 
proper Expoſtulations were made between the 
Doctor and his pretended Patient, they both 
found themſelves impoſed upon, and deceived ; 


the firſt, in taking a Man to have loſt his Wits, 


when he had only loſt his Plate, which was irre- 
coverable ; and the laſt for letting his Goods go 
out of his ſight, before he had a ſight of the 
Money for them. | | 


Soon after this, Child changed his Name into 


Henry Pembroke Eſq; and took Lodgings at a Pe- 
ruke-maker's in Charles-ſtreet, Covent-Garden, for 


himſelf and his Servant, at Icy Shillings per 


Week; and during his Abode there, ran in 
Debt for two light Tye-Wigs, at Twelve 
Pound each: and under pretence of his Stew- 
ard's Delay, in remitting him Money from his 
Eſtate in the Country, borrowed of his Land- 
lord Thirty Guineas more; for which, on the 
Day appointed for Payment, having before cau- 
ſed his Man to carry off his Moveables, he gave 
him the Bag to hold, and to fill whenſoever he 
ſhould have the good Fortune to get more. 

'The next Card he had, was to diſpoſe of Pla- 
ces, that were in other People's Gifts; and this 
he did with ſuch an Air of Aflurance, as put 
his being a Counterfeit out of all manner of Suſ- 
picion, from his particular way of 'Talking hun- 
ſelf into Belief, which was implicitly given t 
what he vouch'd for 'Truth. Amongſt other 
Chaps for Preferment, under the Name of Charle; 
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-Inſon, (1 don't mean the Poetaſter of that 

ame, that patches up Party-Plays, without U- 
nity of Time, Place or Action) he got a whole 
Piece of Crimſon Velvet of poor Sam. — m, 
a Mercer in Bedford-ſtreet, Covent-Garden, that 
was valued at Fifty Pounds, under pretence of 
making him one of the Gentlemen-Uſhers to 
the Princeſs; which Diſappointment, followed 
by a Crack on the Crown from South-Sea Stock, 
turned his Brains ſo as to make him run ſtark 
mad. A certain Neighbour of honeſt Sam's al 
ſo, that deals in the Woollen Manufacture, when 
he ſhould carry à Pack on his Back, not ſhew 
it elſewhere, was likewiſe, by his Intereſt, to 
have been made Deputy-Maſter of the Ceremo- 
nies to Sir Clement Cotterel ; for which Place he 
had qualify'd himſelf by the Study of Foreign 
Languages, eſpecially French, and preſented the 
ſaid Eſquire with a Piece of ſuperfine Scarle 
Cloth, valued at 30 J. I 
7 L———, at the K—'s-4—s, under the 
Little-Piazza, though the ſly Rogue will not 
tell the Sum, was a conſiderable Loſer by him, 
in thinking to have his Promiſe made good, of a 
Patent to be procured for him to be General 
and chief Clerk to all the Horſe-Races in Eng- 
land, with a handſome Salary, and proportiona- 
ble Perquiſites: But his moſt remarkable A- 


buſe of this nature, was on the Credulity of an 


honeſt Inn-keeper in High-Holborn, under the 
Title of Eſquire Herbert. My Correſpondent, 
who is a Perſon of great Truth and Sincerity, 
gives it me word for word thus. 

The ſaid Inn-keeper was known to be a Man 
of Money, and therefore a Contrivance was laid 
by Child and his Accomplices how to eaſe him 
ot ſame part of it. For this Intent it was con- 
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certed, that the Eſquire and his Man, after ha- 
ving been out upon the Pad towards Uxbridge, 
ſhould alight and put up their Horſes at this 
Houſe, under pretence of coming up from the 
Country to receive Rent due from "Tenants in 


London. Accordingly they came on the 12th of 


November, 1718. at Twelve at Night, exceed- 
ingly well mounted; and the Horſes being care- 
fully put up in the Stable, and a handſome 
Chamber ſhewn to the Eſquire, he undreſs'd 
himſelf, and put on a rich Silk Damask Night- 


Gown and Cap, with Slippers of the ſame : af- 
ter which, he order'd his Man to call the Land- 


lord of the Houſe, that he might have ſomethin 
got ready for Supper. 'The Landlord came in 


purſuance of this Order, and was accoſted with 


Honeſt Friend, how fares it ! the Roads are deep 
and plaſhy, and have ſo tired me, that I believe 
a Pint of Old Malaga may not be improper ro 


warm the Iuſide of me: Bring it inſtantly, and 
cauſe a Couple of good Fowls to be dreſs'd for 


my Supper, and come and ſhare with me, for 
J like not to eat or drink alone. The 

Man was all Obedience, and while the Servant 
was trumpeting forth his Maſter's Fame, Qua- 
lity and Wealth, in the Kitchen, the Maſter was 
enlarging on the Number of his Eſtates, the 
Antiquity of his Pedigree, and the many great 
Perſonages he was allied to. There was my Cou- 
fin the Duke of P——, the E— of P— and 
M —, the Lord H of C— 4 
and abundance of Collateral Relations of the ſame 


Name. Such, and ſuch'a Peer, was the Subje& - 
of his Diſcourſe, and he was of kin to them in 
a direct Line, or claimed Affinity to them Dy 
| Inter-Marriages, between his and their Anceſ- 


tors; till the Hoſt bleſs ꝗ himſelf for entertaining 
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ſo great and valuable a Perſenage under his 
Roof, and gave him ten thouſand Thanks for 
the Honour that was, thereby, done him. When 
Supper was ended, and two full Quarts of 
Malaga were ſwallowed between them, the 
pretended Gueſt, who promiſed to take a Hare 
of the ſame Dog again with his Landlord at his 
Upriſing, retired to his Bed : Bur firſt gave him 
to underſtand, that if any of his Town-Te- 
nants (for he expected many to call upon him) 
ſhould come to him, they ſhould be order'd to 
wait below, till he ſhould be at leiſure to ſend 
for them. Obedience to this Charge was pro- 
miſed with a very low Bow; and both the one, 


and the other, took themſelves to their reſpec- . 
tive Places tor Sleep. ns. 


When the Sun was ſcarce up, three Per- 
ſons well dreſs'd, and of genteel Aſpects, came 
and ask'd for the Honourable Eſquire Herbert, 
and were conducted to a Room below Stairs, 
there to attend, according to Order, and to be 
treated by his Servant, till he himſelf ſhould 
think fitting to give them Audience. Vade (for 


I have intimated before that was his Servant's 


Name) was not ſparing of Liquor for them ; 
and the better to get the Landlord of the Houſe 
into the Nooſe that was in Preparation for him, 
call'd him in to make one among them. The 
whole Diſcourſe turned all upon the Excellen- 
cies, the Goodneſs of his Temper, and the Dif- 
fuſiveneſs of his Benefactions to all that had any 
Dealings with him ; and he was made more 
than Man, that by being ſo made, he might 
with the greater Eaſe impoſe upon all Mankind. 


Ol! that the N ſaid one of the Rogues, would 


make me his Country Steward, in the 2 of 


Mr. — deceaſed ; I would ſell a Free 7 
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J lately purchaſed here in Middleſex, but I would 
advance him a round Sum. 'The Man of the 
Houſe liſtened greedily to this, and having for- 
merly been Bailiff to ſuperintend the Manage- 
ment of a Parliament-Man's Eſtate, when he 
heard Wade affirm, that the ſaid late Steward 
died poſſeſſed of 600 J. per annum fairly gotten, 


ſent up a Wiſh or two himſelf for the 723 | 


of ſo beneficial a Place. To be as brief as poſſi- 
ble, this was what was wanted; and when the 
Landlord was mellow, Wade had his Cue to in- 
troduce the three pretended "Tenants (who were 
no better nor no worſe than Highwaymen of 
his own Gang) to his Maſter's Preſence, who 
called for his Landlord, and more Old Malaga, 


before he would receive their Rent. 


 'Thoſe that keep ſuch ſort of Houſes as theſe, 
are never to eat or to drink, and his Hoſt was 
inſtantly with his Honour the Squire in his own 
proper Perſon ; whom he ſaw tell out the Mo- 
ney, which was "Three Hundred-Pound Bags, 
One Hundred for each "Tenant, with great Care- 
leſſneſs, and give proper Receipts for them. 
Then taking from each Parcel Five Pounds, he 
gave the Fifteen Pounds to Wade, ſaying, 

There, now my poor Steward is no longer in 
© a Capacity of receiving his juſt Perquiſites, 
© do you take them in his ſtead till I make ano- 
© ther Choice.” This fired the Innkeeper more 
and more with ardent Deſires for a Poſt, that 
would bring him in ſuch vaſt Emoluments ; for 
a Shilling in the Pound, out of an Eſtate of 
10000 J. per annum, the pretended Eſquire's was 
accounted, was exactly 500 l. and he took 
a Reſolution from that moment, when the 
Company was gone, to know of Wade, if one 
Year's Purchaſe, which was 5oo /. would not 


do 


r 
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do it. Jade took a Fee in hand of Twenty 
Pieces for himſelf, to be returned, if he did not 


do the Buſineſs for him, and was ſome time be- 


fore he could prevail with his Maſter to comply 
with his Deſires. At laſt it was fo artfully 
worked about between them, that Bonds were 
drawn between the Eſquire and his Landlord ; 
wherein the firſt promiſed to inſtate the laſt 
into the Poundage of all the Rents ariſing from 
his Lordſhip's Mannors, Caſtles, Farms, c. al- 


lowed to his late Steward, upon the Penalty of 


One I houſand Pounds, on the Payment of the 
Sum beforementioned, which was made good the 
ſame Day in Specie, and Bank and Exchequer 
Notes. After which the good Squire and his 
Man were as inviſible as the Eſtates the new 
Steward was to have the Superintendency over, 
3 Claim that he had purchaſed for that 
end. 

Soon after this, our fortunate Adventurer had 
a high Run at Dice, by ſtripping a young Man 
of Quality of 700 J. in Specie, which made him 
yet ſparkle more and more in the Eyes of both 
Sexes, and to cut ſuch a Figure, by increaſing 
his Equipage, as to make him a Companion for 
Perſons of the firſt Rank, which got him into 


the Converſation of ſome great Lords and La- 


dies, who ſhall be nameleſs ; eſpecially a certain 
Woman of Quality, who, if Fame does not 
lye, preſented him with One I Louſand Pounds 
Seuth-Sea. Stock, out of what had been advanced 


to her by the late Directors. But whilſt he was 


in the Zenith of his Glory, he was forced ſuddenly 
to difappear, and keep out of the way, upon the 
News ot Liad)ey's and Sficket's, his old Com- 
rades, being ſeized, and committed to the Gate- 
heuſe for divers Robberies ; in two of which he 
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had been concern'd with them. Lindſey, it 
ſeems, had been before-hand with his Aſſociate, 
who was attempting to do the like, and had 
turned Evidence to ſave his Life: and how to 
take this Witneſs off from ſqueaking againſt 
him, in the Number of thoſe that were to be 
impeach'd, was what took up Child's moſt ſeri- 
ous Conſideration. When at laſt he pitch'd 
upon the only Expedient to do it; and by his 
Man Wade preſented the ſaid Lindſey with One 
Hundred Pounds, to maintain him in Priſon, 


and his Note for One Hundred Pounds more, 


payable on Demand, which was punctually 
perform'd, when he came out of it. 
Thus his Money, that was to be the cauſe of 


his Death, for this once, preſerved his Life ; and 


rex. J Lindſey made an ample Confeſſion, by 
Whic 

dragg'd out to this Trial from among the Luna- 
ticks in Bedlam, and others, were ſentenc'd to 


Death, he was as mute as a Fiſh in relation to 


him; ſo great a Force has that miraculous Se- 
cret-Keeper, called Huſþ- Money. This narrow 
Eſcape from ſo imminent a Danger, made him take 
Reſolutions, now he had advanced his Caſh to 
more than 5000 J. Sterling, to leave off the Road, 
and think of living Honeſtly, which he did 
For ſeven or eight Months following. But the 


Iniquity of the Times, that involved the gene- 


rality of the Nation in the Calamities of the 
South Sea, ſwallowed him up alſo; and by re- 
ducing him to his primitive Original, brought 
him back again to the purſuit of his old Pro- 

ſeſſion. ; 
Not but that he would take more adviſeable 
Methods, and att with more Caution than be- 
fore: For he would have nothing to do with any 
Partner 


one Burroughs, his Boſom-Friend, was 
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Partner or Accomplice now, but his tried and 
approved Servant Wade, whom he repoſed ſuch a 
Confidence in, as to be Proof againſt all Temp- 
rations to Diſcoveries. Though what a right 
Judgment he made, the Sequel will make ap- 
pear. It was determined between theſe Two, 
by the Advice of a certain Change-Broker who 
had been proſperous that Way, and feathered 
his Net to the tune of many "Thouſand Pounds, 
that now the whole Streſs of Action ſhou'd be 
turn'd upon robbing the Mails only, which was 
by ſo much the more advantagequs and eaſy, 
by how much the more valuable the Bills of 


Exchange containd in them would be, as well 


as portable. Beſides, no Reſiſtance was to be 
fear d from Poſt-Boys, who rode ſingle, and 
were made Choice of for their Youth only, and 
Lightneſs of Weight. 

The executive Part, that is, the Work of 
looking out Sharp vpon the Road, was to reſt 
upon Child, and that of putting off the Bills 
that ſhould be taken out of the Letters, upon 
Wade; both which were done ſo effectually by 
them, in two Enterprizes at the Heels of one 
another, on the Briſtol Bag, as might have ſe- 
cured to them all the plentiful (I will not fay 
comfortable) Enjoyments of Life, that Heart could 
wiſh. But Deſtiny had appointed otherwiſe ; 
for while Child was diſplaying the Profuſion of 
a Prince at Salisbury, under the Name of Francis 
Petre Eſq; it ſo happen'd, whether by Wade's 
own Diſcovery for the ſake of the large Reward 
offer d by the Governours of the Poſt-Office, 
beſides that to be paid for apprehending High- 
waymen, or by mere Accident, that ſome Hints 
were given at the Poſt-Office, (in a Letter kick'd 
under every bodies Feet, and ſcarce legible) 

ro 
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— 


to Captain of the Poſt- Of- 
fice, as directed him to Hade's Houſe in Shvre- 
ditch, or Whitechappel, wherein he kept a fort of 
a little Brandy-ſhop. Made was at nome when 


the Officers came to ſeize him, and at firſt 


ſeem'd to brazen it out that he knew nothing 
of the Matter. But what with Perſuaſions, and 
what with Threats, he at laſt made a clear Diſ- 
covery of the whole Matter of Fact. Where- 
upon the next Thing to. be done, was to fend 


down to Salisbury to apprehend the ſham Elquire 


Petre, whom this their Priſoner was to be an 
Evidence againſt. Accordingly, a Letter was 
diſpatch'd to the Inn-keeper at whoſe Houſe he 
and his Horſes had put up, and who was like- 
wiſe the Poſt-Maſter in that Town, with Or- 
ders for his immediate Seizure, which were in- 
ſtantly obey'd, with the greateſt Privacy. For 
no ſooner was the Criminal return'd from viſi- 
ting a Gentleman of Diſtinction ſome Miles 
from Salisbury, and ſeated in his Chamber, but 
Notice was given to a ſtout young Shoemaker 
in the Town, one that feared nothing ho ſo- 
ever hazardous, to come to the ſaid Inn, where- 


of the Maſter communicated the whole Affair to 


him, and caus'd him to put on a Drawer's 
Apron, and to be in readineſs, when the Perſon 


before- named ſhould call for any Thing. 


When it was not long before the Bell rung; and 
up went the Luſty Fellow with Do you call, Sir 2 
* Yes, was the Anſwer ; a Pint of your beſt 
Red. To which he added, Your's is a ſtrange 
* Face, I never ſaw you before. No, and it 


* pleaſe your Worſhip, I am but newly come 


into this Service, was His Reply. And 
down he ran for the Wine; and having 
D > fill'd 
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fill'd out a Glaſs upon his return, and given it 
into his Worſhip's hand, took an opportunity, 

- while he was drinking, to pinion both his Arms 
as he ſate in his Chair, and to ſecure him till 
others came in. Why am I treated thus, ſaid 
the Priſoner >? Becauſe you have committed 
Murther, cry'd he that held him ſaſt, (for he had 
been told ſo by the Landlord). Oh then, ſaid 
he, neither you nor I have any thing to fear, for 
T ſhall make no mar.ner of Reſiſtance. 

I ſhall paſs by the Form of his Examination, 
and only intimate, that on his Commitment to 
Salisbury Goal, both his Money, which amount- 
ed to Three Hundred Guineas, and two Gold- 
ſmiths Notes, of One Hundred Pounds each, 
which were taken from him, were ordered to be 
re-deliver'd to him, becauſe the Law authorizes 
no Forfeiture before Trial: And his Behaviour 
in Priſon was ſuch, while in that Town, as not 
only recommended him to the Prayers of all his 
Brethren under Confinement, who were large 

Partakers of his Bounty, to which ſeveral that 
were Debtors owed their Diſcharge, but to the 
good Wiſhes of all Perſons (Numbers of which 
were of the beſt Faſhion) that came to ee 
him. ' | . 

When Captain B— came down from London 
with a Haheas Corpus, and a Guard to bring him 
up thither, even he that was to be his Proſecu- 
tor, was ſo taken with his engaging Demeanour 
aid Complacency of "Temper, as to cauſe his 
Irons to be raken off during the whole Journey, 
41d to treat him with the Civility that is ratural 

t a Gentleman, who tho he may hate the Cine, 
\ knows it to be his Duty, as a Chriſtian, not to 
expreſs Cruelty to the Criminal, In his Exami- 
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„ 
nation at the Poſt-Office, he was treated with 
the ſame "I'enderneſs ; and tho it was intended 
to take away his Life, ro deter others from the 
like evil Doings, they were very ſparing of any 
Inſults upon his Perſon, before he ſhould be 
brought to a fair and legal Tryal! In a word, 
the very Keepers of Newgare were ſotten'd into 
Compaſſion, unknown to ſuch Savages before; and 


till he offer'd to eſcape from thence in Women's 


Clothes, which he had well nigh done, (if the 
Inadvertency of a Female, entruſted therewith, 


had not prevented) ſuffer'd him to have the free 


Liberty of the Priſon, without double Irons. 
"Theſe were the Effects of a Deportment, than 
which nothing could be more worthy ot Pity, and 
good Uſage ; but theſe have no Impreſſion on the 
Letter of the Law, that dire&s the bringing of 
all Malefactors to Juſtice, be their Manner of 
Addreſs and Behaviour, their Diſcourſe and 
Converſation, ever ſo like that of the com- 
pleateſt Gentlemen. Hence it was, that when 
nothing could be found againſt the Priſoner, 
committed in Middleſex, that was Capital; after 
he had lain two Seffions, he was carried down 
to the laſt Aſſizes at Ailenbury, where, after a 
long Tryal, that laſted near tour Hours, by the 
Evidence of Wade, and the Poſt-Boy, and by ſe- 
veral other concurrent "Teſtimonies from his own 
Confeſſion before the Maſters of the Poſt-Ot- 
fice, he was found guilty of robbing the Briſtol- 
Mail between Slough and Colnebrook, and received 
Sentence of Death accordingly from the Mouth 
of the Lord- Chief Juſtice Prat; Who at the 
er, thereof, tho he condemned him in this 
orld as Judge, did it in ſuch a manner, as, it 


well obſerved, would, no doubt, very much con- 


tribute to his Spiritual Salvation in the next 
D 2 and 


( 25 ) 
and which there is Reaſon to think, from his 
Application to make his Peace with God, during 
the ihort time of a Week and odd Days which 
were allotted him tor Repentance, has — be- 
neficial to him after his untimely Death. 

As tor the pretended Offers of a Purſe of 
Gold, made to the Goaler of Ailesbury for this 
Criminals Eſcape ; no ſuch (as the Sham Ac- 
count of his Behaviour, Confeſſion, and laſt Dy- 
ing Speech) were ever ſo much as thought of : 
and as to his Endeavours to ſave his Life, by ac- 
cuſiug others, there are no Grounds for Truth in 
them. All chat remains to be ſaid of him, 1s, 
That tho he lived the Life of a profligate Of. 
tender, he died (it is to be hoped) a ſincere 
Penitent ; ; the Manner of his Execution being 
thus: 

On Thurſday the 8th of March, the Day be- 
fore that on which he was to ſufter, 55 was 
guarded from Ailesbury to Slough by the Sheriff 
of the County's Officers, and in his Paſſage to 
that Place, was very liberal in his Diſtribu- 
tions of Money to all poor Objects of Charity. 
When he came to the Bear-Iun, where he lay 
the Night before his Execution, he ſeem'd no 
ways diſmay 'd, tho very ſerious; and after ta- 
king a Glaſs or two of Wine, and a moderate 
Supper, with the Biſhop's Ordinary tor the 
County, and the Miniſter of Slough, who were 
his Affiſtants to prepare him for Eternity; he 
asked the latter, if he had any decay'd Family 
in his Parifh, which was fallen into Poverty from 
a competent Subſiſtence? To which being an- 
ſwer'd in the Affirmatire, he ſent for the Ma- 


ſter thereof, and gave him Twenty Guineas, tor 
hic le dehred his Prayers. 
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When he was brought in a Coach the Day 
following, after rarrying therein for ſome time, 
and recommending himſelf in his Prayers, with 
the two Divines before named, to God, he ſtep'd 
out of the Coach, and having ſurvey'd the 
Height of the Gibbet, which was more than 
ordinary, ſaid, he little thought of oog up to 
his Grave after that manner, (alluding to his being 
to be hang'd in Chains) but he truſted in the Mer- 
cy of a moſt gracious God, that his Soul would be 
convey'd immediately from thence to. the Realms of 
Bliſs and Immortality, where all his Sins would be 
buried and forgiven, When the Executioner ap- 
proached, and was fingering the Rope to put it 
about his Neck, he gave him Money, ſaying, 
Friend, give a little 'Time before you do your 
Office, for I am preparing for a very long Journey. 
Then after ſaluting two or three Friends, and 
giving one of them a Paper, he ſaid to him, 7 
truſt in your Care to make a proper Uſe of it, and in 


your Remembrance to be a Father to the Fatherleſs. 


He, in the next place, turned to the Spectators, 
and told them, he had left what he had to ſay 
in Writing, which was at the Diſcretion of the 
Perſon that had it, to be either made publick, 
or ſuppreſs'd from ſeeing the Light; and had 
nothing elſe to ſay before he left this World, bur 
to ask all their Prayers for the Welfare of his 
Soul. This being done, the Executioner pulled 


the Night-Cap over his Face, and he was | On | 
fome 


off from the Ladder; and after hanging 


time, till he was dead, was taken down, and 
hung up again in Chains. 


N. B. It is reported, that the ſaid Criminal 
died worth more than Ten "Thouſand Pounds, 
and that he left 1000 J. thereof to his dear Mrs. 


Ju 


— K — ——u— —— — — 
— — — — 


(30) 


J -u, Foo l. a piece to each of her 
two Daughters, and 1000 /. to her Son, pro- 
vided he was brought up to ſome honeſt Trade, 
and was not brought up in an Office, or under 
a Lawyer. 

A Report goes likewiſe, that he left 1000 . 
to be divided among three Neices, and 300 J. to 
Mrs. B—+ty St ly, with as much more to the 
Child ſhe was then big with, provided it ſhould 
be a Boy, 200 J. if a Girl. But to other of his 
Miſtreſſes, Mrs. M- - -, only Ten Pounds, 
which ſhe was not to have upon any other ac- 
count, than to put herſelf into Mourning ; by 
reaſon that if ſhe had follow'd his Inſtructions, 
hen he had concerted his Eſcape from Newgate, 
his Life had been undoubtedly ſaved. 

The Reſt and Reſidue of what he died poſ- 
ſeſſed of, he left to his Executor, who is not to 
be named, fince on ſach Tragical Ends all Goods 
and Chatrels are forfeited ; and is ſaid to cloſe 
his laſt Teſtament with an Aſſurance that his 
ſaid Friend, in whom he had repoſed that, would 
fee his Will punctually performed. 


. 


4 True Copy of the Paper deliver d 


| by Mr. Benjamin Child to his 
Friend at the Place of Execution. 


T being cuſtomary for Men, under my un- 
happy Circumſtances, to declare what Re- 
kgion they die of, or whether they ſuffer wrong- 
fully or juſtly, at the Place of Execution ; I am 
to aſſure the orld, in the firſt place, that tho” 


the Prejudice of Education. has miſled me, for 


the greateſt Part of the Time I have been at 
Man's Eſtate, againſt the Principles of the Church 
of England, yet I die in that Cemmunion ; being 
perfectly perſuaded by the Divines, who have 
taken great pains with me for that end, that the 


+ Doctrines, which are taught by that Church, are 


pure and holy, and entirely conducive to eternal 
Salvation. 

I think myſelf likewiſe obliged in Conſcience, 
in this my laſt Hour, to declare, not only my 
Guiltineſs as to the Crime I am now brought 
hither to ſuffer for, but many others of the ſame 
ill Tendency, and heartily ask Pardon of all 
that have been injured by my Means, eiii 
open Aſſaults on the Road, or colluſory Pes 
in private, to defraud and cheat them ; and par- 
ticularly of a Gentlewoman of this County, 
whom I drew aſide, and borrowed a large Sum 
of Money of, under Promiſes of Marriage. And 
as I, in my own Perſon, forgive all the People 


whatſoever, without Diſtinction or Reſerve, even 


my Proſecutors ; among whom my Thanks are 
due to Capt. B tor undeſerved Favours: and 
hold my ſelf bound to pray for him, whoſe Evi- 
| | dence 
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dence has taken away my Life, and that Mr- 
Wade may repent, and not aſſociate himſelf, for 
the time to come, with ſuch as may take away 
his after the ſame manner. 

To conclude ; I am thankful both to Judge 


and Jury, for the Righteouſneſs of his Judg- 


ment, and their Verdicts; and though I could 
have wiſhed that the Sentence, which is now 
going to be pronounced, might have been miti- 
gated ſo far, as to have permitted me Chriſtian 
Burial, according to the Rites of that Church; 

yet it may deter others trom giving into the ſame 
wicked Courſes, and bring them to a true Senſe 
of their Duty to God and -Man, To Him to 
whom all Honour and Glory is due, be aſcribed 


..all Honour and Glory, for making me, the vi- 
leſt of his whole Creation, an Inſtrument of ſo 


great (500d. - 


And how, having made this. my laſt Declara- 
tion, 1 commend my Soul into the Hands of a' 


Gracious Redeemer, who, by his Sufferings up- 


on Earth, has made Satisſaction for the Sins of 


the x World; in full Confidence that, thro' 


his Wounds, mine ſhall be healed; and that 


tho' the Fowls of the Air ſhall deſtroy this By, | 


Jet in my Al ral I fee God. 
* 


Benjamin Child. 
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